370                        GARNERED SHEA VES                   PART in
to demand the restoration of its finger.    Accordingly, on
returning- to the house, he assumes the posture and the air
of a woman who has just given birth to a child, in order to
deceive the infant ghost into the belief that he is its mother ;
and to appease its natural indignation he offers it rice and
bananas for seven successive nights, after which he hopes
that the ghost has gone away for good and all.   The ghost
of a woman who has died in childbed is deemed the most
terrifying of unhappy spirits.    Her body is taken out of the
house by a hole cut in the floor for the purpose (Palaung
houses are raised above the ground), and afterwards the hole
is closed with new boards to prevent the return of her
dangerous ghost.    Moreover, her body, like that of a man
killed by lightning, is buried upright in a well-like grave with
a large earthenware pot, turned upside down, resting on her
head and shoulders.    The reason for this curious mode of
burial is not mentioned, but the intention probably is to
render it more difficult for the ghost to extricate himself or
herself from the grave and return, a very unwelcome guest,
to the old home.   On the other hand, steps are taken to pre-
vent persons from dying, either by impeding the departure
of the soul from the body or by recalling it while it is supposed
to be still within hearing.    For the former purpose white
threads are tied round the wrists of the dying, and the friends
say, " We shall not let thee fly away, we would tie thy spirit
here."    To recall the departing soul of her dying child a
mother will appeal to it in pathetic language not to wander
away into the dark, cold night, but to C9me back to the home
where the fire burns brightly on the hearth.    At the same
time she holds a bag with its mouth wide open, apparently for
the reception of the returning spirit.   A small silver coin is
sometimes, but not always, placed on the tongue of the corpse
to pay the ghost's passage to the other world, or to defray his
expenses when he arrives there ; but whether the ghost pays
it out as toll at a turnpike gate, or at a bridge across a river,
or as a fee to the aged couple who guard that Fruit of Forget-
fulness which corresponds to the Water of Lethe in Greek
mythology, is a point on which Palaung opinion is not agreed.
Prayers and offerings to the spirits who inhabit trees
appear to be not uncommon.   Thus the first leaves picked